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2  FAITH IN OUR FUTURE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

Greetings to all friends and members of St. Philip’s Parish,

St Philip’s Parish has been a beacon of God’s love in Bemidji since the parish’s 
founding in 1897. Today, we continue to live Christ’s mission as a light burning brightly 
within our community. 

In our nearly 100-year history, we have been blessed with passionate parishioners, 
faith-filled ministers, and dedicated volunteers who in moments of need, have 
responded to Christ’s call—growing in faith, hope, and love with one another. We 
continue to be a community that spends time in fellowship, prayer, and discernment. 
Together, we carry forward our parish mission with a bold plan to respond to the need to accommodate 
continued growth.

St. Philip’s is a parish with a vision and a mission inspired by the questions—Why does the Gospel message 
matter and how can St. Philip’s be the guide for people? Twenty-seven years ago, St. Philip’s launched the 
first of a three-phase building model to plan for balanced growth with the construction of a new church. 
In 2003, Phase II added parish offices, meeting rooms, and a new gym. Today, after several years of careful 
thought, planning, and listening to the parish community; with the support of the Parish, School, Finance, 
and Stewardship and Development councils, we are prepared to enter Phase III with a capital campaign that 
is the next response to our mission and vision.

A successful campaign to expand our campus and address other ministerial needs will allow us to 
respond in faith to growth and increase our apostolic impact on the community. Our parish Stewardship 
and Development Committee stressed the importance of faith and community when pondering a campaign 
theme. “Faith in our Future” was chosen because we put faith in the mission of our parish as we pass on our 
Catholic faith, morals, and values to our families and the children served in our School and Faith Formation 
programs. The campaign also will seek to tend to Holy Cross Cemetery. 

I am excited to invite you to be a part of the Faith in Our Future Capital Campaign! I welcome your 
questions and comments and I am available to discuss your commitment and participation. I am confident 
that we will be successful in this effort because we are a people of faith. We pray, we work, we share, and we 
support each other. 

As together we offer the parish prayer, we place our capital campaign in the hands of Jesus and Mary 
and ask for the grace from heaven and help for all of us to make a leap of faith in our giving. God is never 
outdone in generosity—come and see!

Blessings on your day! 

 

Fr Chuck Huck, Pastor
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Case Statement

Through Faith in Our Future, we hope to encourage our usage of time and talents to increase in service to 
the Church through ministries, outreach, and other stewardship efforts.

Building Expansion and Security Improvements: $1,850,000

As our school responds to increased 
enrollment and expands from one 
section per grade level to a maximum of 
two sections per grade level, there is a 
need for four additional classrooms. In 
faithful response to consistent growth, 
we are considering a building project to 
provide for the needed classroom space, 
which would increase school security 
and re-open space currently being used 
as classrooms for other church activities. 

Currently, non-school events held 
in the church or Social Hall during 
school hours require the school to 
enact lock down procedures. The 
proposed building project would be 
attached to the current Gymnasium 
and Social Hall and would allow freer 
access to the church and social hall 
while maintaining school security 
allowing for regular operations. 
Additionally, the new construction 
will return to parish staff the parish 
meeting rooms that are currently used 
for classrooms and offer space for 
ministries like Faith Formation, Bible 
study, and others to host their small 
group sessions, activities, and events. 
Funding is included in this projection 
for furnishing the four additional 
classrooms with the necessary lockers, 
technology, furniture, fixtures, and 
equipment. 
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Land Acquisition: $500,000

St. Philip’s long-term strategic plan includes 
acquiring the properties south of the parish as they 
become available. Last April, through the support of 
a generous donor, our parish purchased one property. 
We anticipate that the remaining three parcels will 
become available over the next three years. The 
newly acquired land will expand St. Philip’s campus 
for our future needs.

Holy Cross Cemetery   
Enhancement: $100,000

Over the last year, several members from St. 
Philip’s were invited to join community experts 
in developing a strategic plan to provide guidance 
for beautifying and improving Holy Cross 
Cemetery. The committee formed a master plan that 
identifies current needs for repairs and upgrades 
as well as long-term proposals that are achievable 

over time. Some of the proposed improvements 
include: repairing fencing, adding pedestrian gates, 
establishing walking paths, eliminating vehicle traffic 
in the center of the cemetery, and updating signage 
to help people identify and locate gravesites. 

Projected amounts above are good faith estimates 
that include anticipated soft costs, contingency costs, 
bank finance fees, architectural fees, and fundraising 
related fees.

Case Statement Continued

Campaign Total: $2,450,000

Recently acquired land shown in highlighted box. Land intended 
to be acquired outlined by yellow dotted line.

Memorial Day Mass and Holy Cross Cemetery located on Ridgeway Avenue
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Foundation Level Gift
Those families or individuals who wish to make a gift to the campaign of

$100,000 & above will be gratefully remembered as
Founders of our Faith in Our Future Campaign.

Leadership Level Gift
Those families or individuals who wish to make a gift to the campaign of

$50,000 – $99,999 will be gratefully remembered as
Leaders of our Faith in Our Future Campaign.

Saint Level Gift
Those families or individuals who wish to make a gift to the campaign of

$25,000 – $49,999 will be gratefully remembered as
Saints of our Faith in Our Future Campaign.

Angel Level Gift
Those families or individuals who wish to make a gift to the campaign of

$15,000 – $24,999 will be gratefully remembered as
Angels of our Faith in Our Future Campaign.

Disciple Level Gift
Those families or individuals who wish to make a gift to the campaign of

$10,000 – $14,999 will be gratefully remembered as
Disciples of our Faith in Our Future Campaign.

Steward Level Gift
Those families or individuals who wish to make a gift to the campaign of

$5,000 – $9,999 will be gratefully remembered as
Stewards of our Faith in Our Future Campaign.

Benefactor Level Gift
Those families or individuals who wish to make a gift to the campaign of

$3,000 – $4,999 will be gratefully remembered as
Benefactors of our Faith in Our Future Campaign.

Sacrificial Giving Opportunities & Gift Recognition
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Putting Faith in Our Future

As members of St. Philip’s, we have a shared 
mission To Accomplish God’s Work. We are faced with 
challenges that only we can overcome together. It is 
only through our generosity in making sacrificial gifts 
that we will be able to achieve our goals.

We Have Established a Goal of $2,450,000

While this seems like a large amount, with the 
support of each parishioner and friend of St. Philip’s, 
we will not only reach our goal, but exceed it!

Suggested Giving Plans

To assist you as you consider making a pledge to 
this appeal, we have provided some suggested giving 
plans. One of these plans should fit within the means 
of each member of the parish family. Please consider 

which plan best fits your monthly budget. Remember, 
this campaign is based on equal sacrifice – not equal 
giving. If each family makes a truly sacrificial gift, we 
will reach and exceed our goal together.

Your Commitment

We are asking each household in our parish family 
to consider a minimum pledge of $3,000 to be paid 
over the next 36 months. This pledge would be a 
sacrifice of a $75 per month – a little more than $2 a 
day to build a promising future for St. Philip’s. 

Please Consider a Special Commitment

Some of us have been especially blessed by the Lord 
with material means. We ask those who are capable, to 
consider pledges of $25,000, $50,000, $75,000 or more 
to lay the foundation for a successful campaign.

Giving Plans to Consider

$100,000 $10,000 $30,000 $7,500 $2,500

$50,000 $5,000 $15,000 $3,750 $1,250

$25,000 $2,500 $7,500 $1,875 $625

$20,000 $2,000 $6,000 $1,500 $500

$15,000 $1,500 $4,500 $1,125 $375

$10,000 $1,000 $3,000 $750 $250

$7,500 $750 $2,250 $562 $187

$5,000 $500 $1,500 $375 $125

$3,000 $300 $900 $225 $75

  10% Down 3 Annual 12 Quarterly 36 Monthly
 Total Pledge Payment Payments Payments Payments

Faith in our Future
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Please Consider…

•  Your commitment’s payments are made over a 
three-year (36-month) period. 

•  Your commitment to St. Philip’s Faith in Our 
Future Campaign is in addition to your weekly 
contribution.

•  Beginning May 2019, payment reminders and 
envelopes will be mailed according to your 
payment.

Pledging

•  You may be contacted by a volunteer to make 
your pledge.

•  You may pick up a pledge card on certain 
Sundays throughout the months of February and 
March in the church. 

You may drop off your completed pledge card 
at the parish office or make your pledge online at 
stphilipsbemidji.org by clicking Online Giving and 
selecting Faith in Our Future Capital Campaign.

Planned Giving, Wills, Estate Planning,  
Life Insurance

There are numerous planned giving opportunities 
that provide donors alternative methods of making 
their gifts to the campaign. These include but are not 
restricted to:

•  Gifts of assets including real estate, stocks, bonds, 
coins, etc.

•  Making St. Philip’s a beneficiary of your will or 
your life insurance policy.

Matching Gift Opportunities

Many employers have matching gift programs that 
provide employees the opportunity to multiply their 
gifts to educational institutions, social organizations, 
and health institutions. We encourage you to inquire 
with your human resources department regarding 
the matching gift opportunities available to you.

Tax Advantages of Thoughtful Giving

Federal and state laws on income and inheritance 
taxes encourage charitable giving. The options listed 
below are suggestions and do not constitute legal 
advice. Consult your financial advisor to see what 
options are best for you.

•  Tax Deductible: Contributions to our campaign 
are tax deductible for those who itemize their 
deductions.

•  Stock: You can give appreciated stock to the 
campaign. If you’ve held it for more than one 
year, you may take a charitable tax deduction 
for the market value of the stock, and neither 
you nor the campaign has to pay capital-gains 
taxes when the stock is sold. The combination 
can result in a bigger deduction (and more 
tax savings) for you and a bigger gift for the 
campaign than if you sell the stock, pay the taxes, 
and donate the net proceeds.

•  IRA: When giving your required minimum 
distribution (RMD) or more from your IRA in 
a Charitable Rollover, donors over age 70½ can 
transfer up to $100,000 annually from their IRA 
accounts to our campaign without first having to 
recognize the distribution as income. (Congress 
passed legislation in December 2015 to make the 
IRA Charitable Rollover permanent.)

Procedure to Transfer Stock

For details, please instruct your stock broker or 
securities advisor to contact

St. Philip’s Catholic Church
702 Beltrami Avenue NW

Bemidji, MN 56601 
stphilipsbemidji.org

218 444-4262

Please indicate on your pledge card the number of 
shares and the name of the company (ticker). 
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702 Beltrami Avenue NW, Bemidji, MN 56601 

stphilipsbemidji.org

218 444-4262

St. Philip’s Catholic Church Prayer

St. Philip’s
C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H

Loving God, we the people of St. 

Philip’s Parish are grateful for the 

many blessings you have given us.

We are grateful for those who have 

gone before us and provided us 

with the community and church we 

enjoy today. We recognize we are 

stewards of this legacy. We ask for 

your guidance in realizing our own 

obligations and opportunities in 

building up our parish community.

As we join together in leading 

people to Christ in Liturgy, 

Learning, Sacraments and Service, 

strengthen us in our mission to 

bring the Good News of Jesus 

Christ to the world.

We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen


